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53 

ACTION ARA-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 PM-03 SP-02 L-01 
PRS-01 INR-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO ACDA-10 EUR-08 SAJ-01 
/059 W 

036304 

R 042102Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7538 
INFO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

SECRET CARACAS 1355 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILI, VE, PE 

SUBJECT: PREOCCUPATION OF VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT OVER POSSIBLE 
BELLICOSE ACTION BY PERU 

IN A LONG TOUR D HORIZON THIS MORNING WHEN I PRESENTED JAMES 
THEBERGE TO CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, THE PRESIDENT VOLUNTEERED 
HIS CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBILITY THAT PERU MIGHT START A WAR IN 
THE FAIRLY NEAR FUTURE. HE SAID THIS CONCERN HAD BEEN VOICED TO 
HIM PERSONALLY BY THE PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR, THE PRESIDENT OF BOLIVIA 
AND THE FONMIN OF CHILE WHOM HE HAD MET AT THE RECENT LIMA 
CONFERENCE. (AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, PEREZ CONFERRED WITH THE 
ECUADOREAN PRESIDENT EN ROUTE IN QUITO.) PEREZ SAID THAT HE 
WAS WORRIED OVER THE LARGE AMOUNT OF SOVIET EQUIPMENT SUPPLYING 
THE PERUVIAN MILITARY AND LEFT US WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT HE THOUGHT 
PERU MIGHT SOON INITIATE HOSTILITIES BY A SURPRISE BLITZ AGAINST ONE 
OR ANOTHER OF THE THREE COUNTRIES MENTIONED. 
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